
THURSDAY, 28 JULY, 2022

Tēnā koutou katoa - Greetings - Talofa lava

Happy almost Term Three! We have now enjoyed two full terms onsite, which has

been wonderful. The weather has been atrocious, so I do hope you're all staying

warm and flu-free!

I also hope you have managed to enjoy the school holidays, although as a

working mother myself, it can be a real juggling act. 

That pesky COVID-19 virus finally caught up with me. It has also hit a number of our team

fairly hard too. It would be super if I never had to hear or speak that word COVID ever

again. Due to illness I was absent, and not able to celebrate our students’ finished work.

This was the first time since I started the school I didn't get to celebrate their wonderful

Tend of term efforts. Luckily I was sent lots of gorgeous photos and videos from staff.

Thank you team. 

Sorry to start on sad news…school van: You may have seen us on News Hub last

night? Micah and his dad Kenny did a wonderful job of supporting me in sharing

the sad news with the public of how our school van was stolen last week from

outside my house in Fairleigh Ave. Registration: NZQ770. 



Please keep your eyes peeled, we need all the help we can get to try and

recover our beloved van. We have a 12 seater van to use for four weeks while

we sort out the insurance and hopefully find ours, or a replacement. There will

be no disruptions with transport, so there is no need to worried about your

child getting to school and back.  

We lease this van. It transports our students to school and back. It took us six

years to be able to get a van like this, and we are so upset someone has

taken it.



 New Term Theme - Voyagers

Last term, we had great fun exploring the Vikings and their way of life, art, language,

and their impact on the world today, especially the English language. Students made

Viking weapons, traditional flat bread and fermented drinks, handcrafted clothing

and other fabric items, drew runes and made linocuts, read Viking-inspired novels,

and studied Norse mythology.

This term, in Science, Art, Technology, Literature, Social Sciences, and individual

Inquiry Projects, we will look at ‘exploring’ as a Big Idea…how journeys and voyages

open up new environments, knowledge and self-awareness. 

Students will think about how voyages are made using different navigation tools,

particularly in historical explorations to Aotearoa and the Pacific region. They will

study the impacts of these journeys and explorers, and the skills and techniques

needed to ‘strike out’ for uncharted territories. 

In Art and Technology, they will learn about wonderful wool and how to craft it, and

make traditional navigation charts and maps. 



our approach to neurodiverse learners and their learning

what happens if your child is moving from our Takapuna campus to Grey Lynn

how our curriculum works in the intermediate years

how you can support your child specifically, and Summit generally

homework and Outlaw Words

your child’s progress data and how to interpret it

This Big Idea will take them on their next step in the ‘Belonging Project,’ where they

think more deeply about how personal and national identity involves ‘where you are

from’ and ‘where you go.’

Parent information evening 

We usually host these throughout the year. They are always a lovely opportunity to

speak to you all, to get to know new parents a little better, and to share more about the

great stuff we do at Summit. I know you are curious about many things, such as:

We will also discuss our plans for our senior students next year. We have options for

NCEA subjects, you do not need to move your child from SPS. There are many students

in our Ruapehu class who would greatly benefit from more time with us, as our class

sizes, teaching approach and curriculum are carefully designed to cater for their

learning profiles, and support successful outcomes, both academically and

emotionally. 

We are planning our Information Evening schedule this week, and will send out more

information to you all next week.

2023 Enrolments

Term three also marks the start of our interviewing and enrolment process for 2023.

New enrolments are completed online and the link can be found on our website,

existing families can notify Anna or Georgia in our office.

 Early notification regarding enrolments assist hugely with advance planning for

staffing, scholarships and resourcing and how many enrolments we accept from new

families. 



 

Hero - Data and assessments

We formally assess our students twice a year, in Term One, and again in Term Three, in

reading comprehension and fluency, writing (deep and surface features), and

Mathematics. This data is sent to you in the Term One and Term Three Check-in

Reports. 

We also upload this data to our Student Management System - Hero, which we use as

our Parent Portal. You will already have a parent log-in for this. 

Therefore, you can access the data from these formal assessments, and also the

teachers’ fortnightly feedback reports on your child’s learning attitudes and

performance. 

We are working on creating a document (key) that explains what the numbers and

letters that are used for stages and levels on these assessments mean, and how you

interpret this information to really understand your child’s progress.

Reports

You will have received your child’s reports in the school holidays. We have received so

much positive feedback about the comprehensive and insightful nature of these

reports, and also the amazing progress that our students are making. It makes us so

happy to hear these wonderful comments! These reports will be the basis for students

in their Term Three goal-setting.

As we held our regular in-depth individual Parent Teacher Conferences in Term Two,

we will not be scheduling anything formal this term. However, if there’s anything you

would like to discuss regarding your child’s report, please email your child’s teacher

directly to book a time to talk with them.

Parent Fundraising Committee - We need your help!

Small independent schools are just as complex as large ones…but without the funding

and Ministry budgets! Every year, we are proud to grow, upgrade and expand the

range of our curriculum subjects, putting pressure on our limited financial and

physical resources, and so extra fundraising is vital!



need to self-isolate for 7 days from the day of the positive test

must inform us immediately 

they do not need to stay home from school or kura, and

they do not need to get a test, unless they get symptoms.

Amongst other learning tools, we are looking to develop our technology materials (for 

example, woodwork equipment and space) and a wider variety of PE gear.

We need a new fundraising committee…can you help? Please email your interest to me. 

Camp at Lakewood Ranch - Rotorua: Week 6 (6th - 9th September) 

Thank you if you expressed interest in being a parent helper…we had a lot of people offer 

their support, and we are very grateful. It will be a spectacular experience, one I am 

personally looking forward to, as I will be there as a parent helper (not the principal!).

You have received all the permission forms and medical consent paperwork, and please 

make sure that you have contacted the office if you have not yet made payment for the 

camp fees.

A Parent Helper Evening will be held in the coming weeks, so that everyone knows the duties 

and expectations for this wonderful trip. Details for this will soon be sent to those involved.

Masks

As Ministry of Health officials continue to consult with schools about the new variants of 

COVID and health guidelines, we are adopting the cautious (and sensible) approach to 

masks, in anticipation of the Government mandating their use in all schools.

Therefore, all students and staff will be required to wear masks whilst on campus and on 

school transport. Please ensure that your child has the necessary grade mask every day. We 

will have one-off use masks available at school and on school transport, although we prefer 

that students wear sustainable masks…kinder to the environment!

And as we have requested in previous terms, if your child is unwell please keep them at home 

until they are well. If they or someone in your household tests positive for COVID-19, they and 

their Household Contacts:

If your child has been near someone with COVID-19 who is not in their household:

mailto:r.elias@summitpoint.school.nz


Lastly, we need to organise another Working Bee at our Takapuna campus. I had a
gardener come and trim hedges and weed around the playground. Unfortunately he
did not take the old garden boxes away, or the old dirt. The gutters need cleaning out
and a few other jobs around the building. If you can help us, we would be extremely
grateful. We will be in touch when we secure a date. Any help would be appreciated.

We also had a small electrical fire in the top classroom which caused damaged to the
carpet and some school furniture, fingers crossed our insurance company helps us
remedy this very soon. 

Let's hope Term Three greets us with less illness, more joy and a continuation of student
achievements.

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Ngā mihi,

Rebecca Elias
Principal.

Check out some of our Term Three work. Photos like these make all the hard work worth
it for sure!


