
 Students who learn differently 
need a school that teaches differently



“It is not the mountain  
 that we conquer, but  
 ourselves”  – Sir Edmund Hillary

Summit  
noun /suhm-it/
The highest level or degree attainable; the  
highest stage of development; the peak of growth

Special thanks to the 
Friedlanders, the Woolf  
Fischer trust  and the Levine 
foundation  for their ongoing 
generous contributions to  
Summit Point School.



There are many reasons our 
school is special, but the most 
significant is our student body.  

Dyslexia can make learning very difficult. 
When a student struggles with learning, 
it impacts their success in school and at 
home, but most damaging of all, their self 
esteem. I am inspired by the intelligence, 
effort, and resilience our students bring to 
the learning process. Once they are here,  
our trained staff provide focused, dyslexia 
remediation and extension. The results 
are nothing short of life changing. 

Each year, our alumni scatter to schools 
across Auckland and beyond, but the 
stories they share with us have common 
threads: ‘I’m proud to be dyslexic,’  
‘I advocate for myself,’ and ‘my mind is 
of value to me and others’. I have never 
been so proud to create a legacy and 
help our students read, rise, and fly!  
I teach students to believe that great 
minds do not think alike. Be proud that 
you think differently. – Rebecca Elias

Love thinking differently



The overall success 
of our students’ 
development is 
measured through 
standardised 
assessments combined 
with observational 
measurements. 

Student progress 
is measured and 
communicated to 
parents daily, weekly, 
and annually.
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Measurable success
After just one year, our students are more successful 
academically and socially than they were prior to 
enrolling at Summit Point School.

Accelerated learning is the approach we 
believe has one of the greatest effects on lifting 
student achievement. And we’ve got the data 
to prove that it works.

This means the student has made more than one year’s progress 
over a year. Progress is also considered to be accelerated when 
the student’s progress is noticeably faster than might otherwise 
have been expected, from their own past learning, when using 
norm-referenced tools that assess the breadth of reading, writing 
and mathematics.

Academic acceleration

Writing level progress Number knowledge progress
At expected or above expected rates At expected or above expected rates

Reading age progress Number strategy progress
At expected or above expected rates At expected or above expected rates

Progress is considered to be accelerated when a student’s 
achievement has moved from well below to below, at or above a 
standard, or from below to at or above.
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Love being challenged

Summit Point School offers 
superior inclusive education to 
students identified with learning 
differences. 

We provide an intimate and 
encouraging environment that 
fosters personal and social 
growth, values learning diversity  
and honours the individual.



“We were desperate  
to help our sons’ 
self esteem and 
confidence. Enrolling 
him at Summit Point 
restored his belief in 
himself.”

Students develop 
understanding by 
learning skills that 
enhance their 
relationships, develop 
resilience and a deep 
sense of personal and 
social responsibility. 

Love being active
Effective learners develop the strategies and 
knowledge to skilfully unlock literacy codes,  
but most teaching techniques tend to use visual  
or auditory senses.

We ensure our students demonstrate many 
interactions across varied, multi-literacies 
to gain code-breaking proficiency and 
understanding.

Our unique, robust and evidence-based multi-sensory approach to 
literacy means guiding students through each stage of the process 
using the visual, auditory and muscle memory needed  
for true independent learning. 

Highlights include:
– Ongoing diagnostic response to students’ progress
– Intensive literacy follows a personalised Scope and Sequence  
 for each student
– Initial benchmarked assessments, followed by regular revision  
 and re-testing

We want our students to be excited about their reading and writing 
fluency, so each stage of the literacy learning process is soundly 
and thoroughly delivered. Furthermore, we measure students’ 
progress against defined learning intentions and goals, which is 
integrated with learning and teaching wherever possible.

The purpose of our targeted diagnostic assessment at Summit Point 
School is to improve teaching and learning by identifying strengths 
and weaknesses, allowing students to advance after mastery of 
each skill. This also helps us review and adjust the effectiveness of 
our teaching programs to meet learners’ needs.

By being committed to empowering students with diverse learning 
profiles, learners can realise their potential in the world with 
Summit’s specialised support. And it’s not just that expert support is 
available; this support is created with each individual in mind.

What allows this to happen?
It’s our multi-dimensional approach to curriculum design; one that 
incorporates verbal, visual, and hands-on learning strategies. Our 
innovative programmes help our students achieve academic 
success, develop independence, self-management, pro-social 
skills, and self-esteem.



We recognize the urgent need for educators to 
respond more collaboratively and holistically. 

At Summit Point School, we know that our students are extraordinary 
individuals with the power to change the world.  

We identify and embrace each student’s unique profile and inspire 
them to reach their full potential, by celebrating how diverse, dynamic 
and distinct their intelligences are. 

Here, we equip students with the mental tools, skills and enterprise they 
need for a lifetime of learning. Our hands on, multi-sensory instruction is 
carefully planned across our integrated curriculum. 

We personalize our programmes to cater to the interests, strengths 
and needs of our students. This enables every one of them to gain 
an explicit and engaging education. Our approach is grounded in a 
responsive philosophy where students are drawn into each learning 
block calmly and clearly. Research proves that a positive growth 
mindset has an enormous impact on learning, and our exceptional 
teachers are committed to resolute and profound connections with 
each student to bring out their best.

Above all, Summit Point School takes the time: to discuss, to explore, 
and to succeed. Together, we create magical and unforgettable 
breakthrough moments.

Love learning
Our world needs effective, critical thinkers  
with a passion for literacy. Students with  
diverse learning profiles challenge the way 
traditional education is designed and provided. 



“Being encouraged 
to demonstrate 
his knowledge 
using educational 
technology has 
helped remove 
barriers to my child’s 
learning and made 
him less anxious 
about tests and 
assessment.”

160,000 students between the ages of five and 
eighteen have dyslexia in New Zealand. 

At Summit Point, students are encouraged to demonstrate their 
knowledge in many ways from videos, animations and hands-on 
activities to more formal styles of writing.

Comprehensive evaluation 
Teachers monitor students’ progress using standardised measures  
of oral reading fluency, math facts, and written expression. The 
results are discussed with students, graphed and made available  
to parents online and reporting throughout the school term.

Visible results
Our careful approach to monitoring students and gathering 
data provides opportunities for teachers to adjust their teaching 
strategies, integrate support, and otherwise personalise the delivery 
of curriculum. 

We use the following assessment tools to monitor and measure our 
students literacy progress:
– E-Astle writing
– Probe reading
– PAT listening comprehension
– Specialist meta-linguistic software assessments
– Structured oral literacy assessments 
– Assessing phoneme-grapheme identification and knowledge
– Syllabic and morphonic knowledge

Numeracy is assessed against the New Zealand curriculum levels. 
Student progress is measured with standardised mathematics 
assessments, used at appropraite stages and levels.Breaking the  

cycle of failure
For those who learn differently, the one-size-fits-all 
approach to assessment doesn’t demonstrate  
what a student truly knows.

Teachers prepare 
comprehensive 
evaluations in 
academic and 
social development 
through a narrative 
report.



“The teachers at 
Summit Point go 
above and beyond 
to nurture the 
different learning 
styles of students.”

Give students 
something to do, not 
something to learn; 
and the doing is of 
such a nature as to 
demand thinking; 
learning naturally 
results. John Dewey

Concepts create a culture of thinking  
that invites students to see connections, 
alternative perspectives and different ways  
of thinking. 

Concepts are not single words, but complex ideas that can 
shape teaching and learning. Examples such as conflict, design, 
and systems are big ideas which act as stepping stones, ladders 
or bridges to the knowledge we want students to uncover and 
explore. 

The Summit Point integrated curriculum is derived from a framework 
of concepts developed by Mark Treadwell and are incorporated 
across all of the key learning areas. Each term focuses on a key 
concept that recaptures students’ innate curiosity about the world 
and provides the thrilling feeling of engaging one’s mind. Projects 
are derived from these concepts, and are designed to allow 
students to investigate ideas independent of direct instruction.

The Three-Strand Day
Summit Point School structures our school day around three  
core strands.

Direct experiences:
 – Trips
 – Expert visits
 – Design and problem solving opportunities
 – Hands-on projects and experiments

Our instructional programme with explicit teaching targeting gaps 
in student knowledge, is delivered by expert teachers in each area.

Thematic (theme-based) teaching uses real-life and relevant 
themes to provide contexts for learning. We apply a different 
theme across the curriculum each term, for example, ‘systems’ 
in Science, Politics and Social Studies. This approach satisfies the 
‘whole child,’ with students engaging with the themes, connecting 
related concepts across subject areas, feeling curious and wanting 
to know more.

Integrated  
curriculum 
Knowing the facts is not enough. The key to  
students developing intellectually, creatively 
problem solving, and grappling with complexity,  
is an integrated concept-based curriculum.



We design our 
curriculum and 
teaching to respond 
to students learning 
and deliver this in 
the context of small 
classes, based on 
individual needs 
and talents.

Many of our students are twice-exceptional, 
and such paradoxes require exceptional 
support for them to truly flourish. 

The Instructional block is where we aim to reduce gaps 
in literacy and numeracy through our structured multi-
sensory language system, while stretching students through 
individualised instruction. Attention to detail, targeted to each 
child’s needs, maximises their success in class, small groups, and 
one-to-one withdrawal sessions with linguistic specialists.

Literacy
Students will learn to assess, edit and correct themselves as they 
work towards developing independence as a learner.
 
Effective learners can communicate to a wide range of audiences 
using multiple methods and tools of communication. We encourage 
students to think about and explore varied styles of communication 
and presentation and reflect on how these work with different 
audiences. Using a range of multi-literacies such as videos, 
podcasts, audio and e-books, vlogging and blogging as well as 
traditional print literacies to communicate ideas moves learners 
towards mastery of language in a modern and technologically 
connected world. 

We challenge students to persevere with their personal challenges. 
Through making mistakes and learning from these, students 
become increasingly fluent communicators.

Numeracy
We deliver numeracy using multi-sensory, mixed-ability, 
collaborative inquiry which values all contributions. 

Using open-ended scenarios to replicate real life, students are 
encouraged to share their experiences and knowledge as they 
engage in mathematical inquiry. Students gain from the unique 
perspective of each member of the group as they work together.  
Our students learn to draw on their own knowledge and the 
shared intelligence of all members of the group and use this to 
break codes, make connections and find patterns. By making 
mathematics relevant to real-life, students build and recall key 
knowledge. They learn basic facts knowledge in a way that is 
relevant in a real world context.

Instructional 
strand
The child is the starting point, the center, and  
the end. The dynamic interaction between their 
growth and challenge is our focus.



Experiential lessons challenge our students 
physically, emotionally, and intellectually in 
creative and stimulating ways.  

Through lessons in curricula such as drama, dance, music, art, 
design technologies, psychology, philosophy, science and physical 
education (often with the support of visiting specialists), our 
progressive, concept-based experiential approach to learning 
focuses on practical, tangible education that goes far beyond 
school journals and worksheets, empowering students to take what 
they learn in the classroom and apply it to their daily lives, and future 
visions.

Activities include projects, field trips, and lessons with specialist 
teachers that enhance and extend learning. Our teachers work to 
create fresh curricula, designing activities and resource material that 
fits our students’ specific and unique learning profiles. 

We have an overarching theme each year, driven by student interest 
and passions. This ‘world-view’ then becomes an ongoing schema 
of work developed as a team. These themes often focus on current 
events and social trends.

We front-load students at the beginning of each term, using 
collaborative thinking, models of problem-solving and ‘fertile 
questions’.  Fertile questions are questions that are deep, complex, 
and perfect for inquiry.  Because they are rich, finding answers to 
these questions requires research and can take some time:
 – How do conflict and peace drive our world?  
 – What is more important-the journey or the destination? 
 – How do strangers become friends?
 – How do parts of a system work together to make a whole?

“We have been  
working with Summit 
for almost a term 
and my word, our 
daughter has come 
a long way since she 
started at the school.”

The experiential 
approach satisfies  
the ‘whole child’,  
so they are engaged, 
immersed and curious 
about the direction 
their learning will 
take.

Experiential strand
Experiential teaching uses real life and relevant 
themes to provide context to the concepts they  
are learning.  



The Arts
The Arts offer an opportunity for students to engage in inquiry, 
responding directly to real-world issues and experiences 
creatively through direct engagement with their senses. 

Learners are able to explore a vast range of ideas and 
contexts through practice of techniques and the increasing 
understanding of creative devices.  
 
At Summit Point School, we use drawing, painting, pottery and 
photography, as well as software such as Adobe creative suite 
(Photoshop) in inquiry projects. 

Through collaboration, and discussion around their own artworks, 
learners are able to create an understanding of how they can 
communicate their emotions, ideas, culture and story more 
effectively.

Science
Students need to play with scientific ideas and begin to build 
confidence in their ability to think and practice scientifically. 

Most scientific experimentation does not require test tubes. 
Rather, it requires everyday items and simple resources. Students 
will investigate five major strands of science: 
– General scientific concepts  
– Planet Earth and beyond  
– The living world 
– The material world 
– The physical world

Scientific laws help us make sense of our world and, as they 
learn these laws, our students become increasingly fluent in their 
understanding of the world.

“Rebecca supported 
us to understand our 
child’s strengths and 
challenges and find 
a way to foster his 
love of learning.”

It is as equally 
important to 
accelerate each 
child in areas of 
strength as it is to 
help them develop 
strategies to bridge 
their challenges.

Physical Education
Physical Education is delivered both in school and through 
relationships established between local schools, sporting 
organisations, creative arts and drama groups.

Students participate in regular skill-based physical activities 
that work to develop motor skills, coordination, knowledge and 
understanding about movement, and positive attitudes towards 
physical activity.

Physical health and well-being are explored through the practice 
of yoga, dance and traditional physical education. 

Physical education covers several different  
areas and includes individual, partner, small group and team 
activities. Together, students work to achieve success, accept 
defeat and learn new ways to accomplish goals.

Technology
Educational technology training is offered to students individually 
and in small groups to maximise the expanding digital 
opportunities. 

This specialist training helps students both acquire knowledge 
and relieve barriers to demonstrating their understanding. 
Creating an understanding of need is the first stage in students 
engaging with technology inquiry. We help students identify 
a problem that relates to their learning, which can be solved 
through the creation or use of a product or environment.

Students have the opportunity to use a range of tools to 
investigate technology. They learn engineering principles and 
robotics through Lego Mindstorms and develop programming 
skills through Scratch.



It’s a hard decision  
sending your child  
to a ‘special’ school, 
but now we’re out 
the other side we 
realise how much our 
daughter needed 
the attention and 
environment that 
Summit Point offers. 

Knowledge acquisition is efficient among 
students when they learn in the context of a 
coherent and holistic way and when they 
can associate whatever they learn to their 
surrounding and real life examples. 

Thematic instruction seeks to put the cognitive skills such as 
reading, thinking, memorizing, and writing in the broad context  
of a real life situation to allow creative exploration.

We deliver the process of learning through an experience and 
reflecting on those experiences in an analytical manner. Each child 
selects their own thematic area to investigate, based on the term’s 
concepts and fertile questions such as “Why are systems crucial?” 
and “How do peace and conflict impact my world?”

Course work for students include theme-based studies in:
– English
– Maths
– Science
– Health
– The Arts
– Physical Education 
– Social Studies
– Politics
– Psychology
– Philosophy

During the term, students research and create a body of work 
to show what they have learnt in their chosen inquiry topic. The 
process of preparing this body of work encourages them to 
use a growing range of tools to acquire and share knowledge. 
Specialised knowledge and experience allows for the production 
of creative, information-rich and relevant learning material.

Since there is no single set of abilities running throughout human 
nature, there is no single curriculum which all should undergo. 
Rather, the schools should teach everything that anyone is 
interested in learning.

Thematic strand 
Real education is about genuine understanding 
and the ability to figure things out on your own.



Students learn 
to value positive 
behaviour and  
self management, 
by understanding 
what working and 
playing in harmony 
looks like. 

Social–emotional skills provide a critical 
foundation for learning and wellbeing for  
our students.

Responsibility 
Personal responsibility centers on the ability of students to 
motivate themselves to take action. They can then follow through 
on expectations, the ability to define a problem, consider the 
consequences and choose a positive solution. 

Empathy 
We aim to develop the skill to recognise and understand another 
person’s state of mind. Empathy in our students means they are 
receptive to new ideas, appreciate and value differences and 
diversity and have concern for others’ welfare. 

Other competencies 
In order to be successful in and out of school, students need 
to cooperate and be assertive, have an academic mindset, 
persevere and develop the skills needed for specific learning 
strategies. 

Students become personally engaged with ideas centered on 
fairness and equity and are guided to learn how to listen to each 
other and share attitudes. This helps them grow in confidence with 
their ideas and skills so they can form close, secure relationships; 
engage in positive interactions with others; persist; problem solve; 
understand, and resolve peer conflicts; as well as developing their 
capacity to summon strength in adverse situations.

“Her time at Summit 
gave our daughter 
the space and time 
to learn at her own 
pace, be recognized 
for her talents and  
participate in the 
running of the school.”

Love belonging 
We use practical strategies in the context of 
supportive, responsive relationships to foster 
developing social–emotional competence.

Morning circle 
Every day begins with Morning Circle, where each class works 
through four aspects that promote the ability to get along, a 
feeling of belonging, and active engagement:
– Greeting, always done with positive language and gestures
– Sharing a story or feeling linked with the Zones of Regulation
– Group activity, often from current events
– Daily Intentions, which provide students with reminders of how  
 they want to live their lives and what characteristics they want  
 to display 

Zones of regulation
We all encounter circumstances that test our limits. If students 
are able to recognise when they are feeling less in control, they 
are able manage their feelings. Our students use the Zones of 
Regulation to ‘check in’ with themselves and regulate their 
emotions. 

Goal setting
Starting from the Summit values, students create both a set 
of classroom rules that guide behaviour, as well as their own 
academic and personal goals. These become specific learning 
targets that students self-monitor and reflect on for further growth.



“Graduating from 
Summit, our child is 
a confident learner 
and has a range 
of strategies which 
have helped her 
transition to high 
school.”

Technology 
opens doors and 
allows students to 
demonstrate their 
knowledge in ways 
that were previously 
unimaginable in the 
past.

We value the importance of traditional 
literacies such as reading, writing, listening and 
speaking, and the vital role they play in our 
modern world.

However, for students whose learning differences prevent them 
from achieving success in a traditional classroom, technology 
levels the playing field, as they can make greater progress through 
modern literacies such as visual and multi-media. 
Students are able to express their thinking, develop ideas, 
concepts and concept frameworks more quickly and in greater 
depth when the barriers of decoding and encoding are removed. 
They can learn and explore in ways that are consistent with their 
skills and interests.

Technology is integrated into the learning that takes place each 
day. All students use electronic devices to engage with learning 
activities and complete assignments. 

Specialised Education technology software an apps include: 
– Text help read and write software
– Dyslexia friendly e-books
– Audio e-books
– Google education suite
– Online reading programmes
– Online games-based maths software    
– Word prediction
– Phonetic spell-checkers
– Concept-mapping software
– Lego Mindstorms robotics. 

Love using my talent 
 
We teach students to use assistive technologies to 
access traditional and modern literacies. 



Love thinking differently

Welcome to Summit Point School and thank you 
for your interest in enrolling your child. Details 
on how to apply are below. 

Expression of interest
Complete the Expression of Interest form on our website. We will 
get back to you within two working days and make a time to meet 
and discuss your child’s needs.

Application
Please complete our online Parent questionnaire and Admission 
form. We will review your application and contact you within two 
weeks. You may need to provide extra documentation.

Review process
Once we have determined that your child’s application is 
complete, we will review the application. This typically takes two 
weeks, you will be personally contacted by the head of admission.

Interview and tour
If we determine that Summit Point School is an appropriate 
placement, your child will be invited to visit. This appointment will 
include a placement screening, interview and tour. In most cases, 
you will receive a final decision on the day of this appointment.

Who should apply?
We accept students who have one or more of the following:
– Dyslexia: Reading disability
– Dysgraphia: Disorder of written language 
– Dyscalculia: Disorder of mathematics
– Expressive language disorder
– Executive function weaknesses
– Processing speed weakness
– ADHD 
– Twice-exceptional students



Summit Point School
Takapuna campus: 1 Fred Thomas Drive, Takapuna
Grey Lynn campus: 456 Great North Road, Grey Lynn
info@summitpoint.school.nz 
summitpoint.school.nz
09 973 5354     


